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' ¢ffort to support themselves and

|

P ordinary cabinet, It

regqulred =lx months
to make it. Miss Cortes was awarded frst
priza at the Porto Rican Exposition in
1804,

Some of the other artisile pleces of

| needlowork shown by Mliss Cories are a
| dalnty towel of embroidery and lace, scma

NOT IN THE PATTERN.

Porto Rican Embroideries are
marred by bullet Holes.

PIERCED AT SAN JUAN
. o
NEEDLEWORK EXECUTED BY WOMEN
OF THE ISLAND IS MOST BEAUTI-
FUL—THEIR &_IDURCE OF INCOME,

Beside the exquisite beauty of tha FPor- |
to Rican peedlework shown la the m.mrt!
of the Manufactures bullding at the expo- |
sitlon and in the annex to the same
bullding, there i3 an additional interost
when the fact 1s kzown that the work bas
been denes b'y women of Porto Rito who
have been so greatly reduced in clroum-
stances thal they are glad to work for 23
cente A day ln order to get ths meand
aacessnry 1o keep body and soul tegoether, |

The effeci of the Spanish-Amerlcan
War, and the several evelones which the !
bdland bas sioce suffered. has been to !
pouperize the Porte Ricans, having, with
few exceptions, reduced even the wealthy
to penury and want, But as has been |
80 often demopstrated in ether countries,
women stand ever ready to take their
place at the wheel and ateer ithe vessel
into safe waters. So did the women of
Porto Rico, and while the men are sirive
Ing to gel the soil back into shape for

‘dhe production of a livelihood for thelr

familles, the women are moaking a brave
their
tamilies by doing needlework.

But, slthough they work so cheaply and
with a rare willlngneas, there I3 a great
difficulty confronting them, thoe Ilask of
i market. For the purpose of obtaining
marketg for thesa poor women, two Bn-
cieties wore formed in the island, the
Banavalent Society of Pones and tha
Weoeman's Aid Seclely of San Juan. Since
the organizatlon of these socleties, orders =
have besn obtained from the United;
States, but not nearly as many as desired |
or expected from & country which should
be juterested in the welfare of Its new
poEsessions.

It i1s for this reason that the twa benev-
olent societles of Porto Rico are superin-
tending the exhibits of peedlawork, bas-
kets and hats at the exposition. Mrs, Te-
rega Antonsantl of San Juan, homorary |
maemhber of the board of women mnuagursl
of the Pan-American Exposition, has besn
bere for several weeks, trylng to interest |
Americans to the extent of buying the‘
goods displayed here and of ordering more |
from her pative land. She Is ably as- |
slsted by Misa Cortes of San Jusn, whoss
ramily iz of the arisiocracy that, Hike the
middle classes, has sulfered severes res”
verses of fortume.

Miss Cories has some of her own very
elaborate embroidery and drawn work an
exhibition In the court of the Manufac- |
tures building. Among the articles shown |
is & pletdre of Columbus embroldared In
Hlmek and white on white silk. It is =0

Lmarvelnuslr execured that even the clos-

est ohserver will not be convinred that
It Is neadlework until the picture s tal-
en down from ite place upon the wall and
held up before the light. It s, even thesn,
difficult e discern tha fine stitches. Al-

| though the picture |s not larger than an

!'sn includes all kinds of drawn work, em-

beautifully drawn and embraldered bap-
ttamal cloths, handkerchiaf cases sod n
set containing a bedspread, valance and
pillow cases. This set |s mwede of squaras
of pale blue satin emhbroldered in whita
gilk, with altermate squares of Mexiero
wheel lace In white and blue. Each plece
iz sdged with a rufle of the wheel lace.

A Unen altercloth embroldered in linen
thread in biack and white is a3 intorest-
ing me it is bLeautiful. Upon examiniog
it closely one sees o number of tiny boles
which haove been carefully darned, and
when an attendant is asked to explain 20
many daroad places in a cloth that Is ex-
hibited aod Is expected to be sold, on#
learns that the cloth was struck by scmn
of the first balls that came to tha [sland
when Rear-Admiral Sampson bombarded
Porte Rico. The altar cloth wae In o
rage of fancy work at the Beneficiencia
Orphan Asylum at 2an Juan, With the

_excaption of thiz one plece, the contents

of the case were entirely deastroyed,

This orphan asylum has sent some well- |
oxecuted faney work, which has been dona |
by the ehildren. Bome pretty plllows em-
broldered In sllk and leather and some
dalntily embroidered handkerchiafs and
collars arn shown, The work of the wom-

broideries and hand-made lace, made Into
almost evary coneeivable article of utility
af ornament. Dress walsts, collars, pll-
low covers, table covers, doflies, drapor-
fes, bedspreads, children's bonnets, un-
derwear and trimmings for enderwear and
outer garments ars zhown In great wvi-
riety. There i3 alsy A display of curious
straw hats and brajds (hat have been |
made by the women angd children of the
Island.
A great deal of the siraw trimmiogs and
Emltr hats that adorn tho dainty lttle
ullding of Porto Rico i2 the work of very |
young thildren. The Porto Ricana have po
hat factorles, the women and nhlIdr:n
making all the hats used in the isiand, |
and as many more as they can market.
The Porta Rico building is In charge
of Miss Lopez. a ""“a‘.' senorita,, whasa
sparkling black oyes, gulek wit and sweet
southern accent enteritnin and charm the
vieltors, EShe dividea her encorgy between
serving Porte Hico coffes and calllng at-
tentlon to the handsome pleture of An-
drew Carnegle, embroidered in black and
white by Miss Darilas. To the casual ob-
server the picture apppears to bo a very
fine erayon, and it 1% only after Miss
Lopez explaine that it 2 dooe with the
negdls that one has oven & slight realizg-
ing senga of the magnitude and value of
the work. !
By sarving Coffes, it {8 expected that
Americans, especially, will learn the sy-
perior quality’ of the Parto Rico article
and that a demand wiil be created for (.
Even though It 18 #0 much superier tn
the cofiers gentarally used in this country,
Porto Rirans have difficalty in marketing
their coffee here, nearfly all of it going
ta Europe, the growers selling it for al-
mest nothing.




